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Why do I have to
read a novel in 

English?

What am I 
supposed to

teach?

How am I 
supposed to

teach?

Students Teachers
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Comprehensive Approach to FL Literature
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8 teachers
2 years
16 classes
446 students
273 EFL lit. lessons





Literature inclusion in FL education is symptomatic of
a lack of thoughtful focus and clearly directed goals.

content activity

Wiggins, G. P., & McTighe, J. (2005). Understanding by design. Alexandria, VA: Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development. 
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Curricular heritage



“We were always occupied with implementation
and I wonder why, because afterwards I think
Wuthering Heights in V4 was a very impulsive
choice. I think that if we had really given it some
thought and considered the rest of our curriculum, 
we would never have made this choice.”



Tom Stoppard “Arcadia”



“It's all trivial .... Comparing what we're looking 
for misses the point. It's wanting to know that 
makes us matter. Otherwise we're going out 
the way we came in.”
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Speer, N. K., Reynolds, J. R., Swallow, K. M., & Zacks, J. M. (2009). Reading stories activates neural 

representations of visual and motor experiences. Psychological Science, 20, 8, 989-99

The regions of the brain that process the sights, 

sounds, tastes, and movement of real life are 

activated when we’re engrossed in a compelling 

narrative. 



Restak, R. (2006). The naked brain: How the emerging neurosociety is changing how we live, work and 
love. New York: Three Rivers Press, 24. 

Within the brain, things are always evaluated 
within a specific context. It is the context that 
bestows meaning, and it is meaning that our brain 
is wired to sniff out. 





It's wanting to know 
that makes us matter 





“Mr Puchner shows an admirable breadth of 
interests ... but he never offers a unifying 
theme. “The Written World” works better as 
a series of interesting, if loosely connected, 
vignettes than as a revelation of literature’s 
uniquely transformative role.”



In what way is the literary text a fundamental text
and how is this relevant for my students?

Fundamental works change the 
way we see the world and also
the way we act.

Micro Meso Macro





How can literary works influence

the course of history?

Macro







How can literary works influence the 

course of history?

Study how Harriet Beecher Stowe and Upton Sinclair 
brought a social dilemma to the attention of the general 
public. What current social dilemma do you think should 
be brought to the public's attention and how would you 
shape it so that it could change the course of history?





How can we learn from people
representing different cultures, 
religions and lifestyles in an open 
dialogue and in a spirit of mutual
respect?

Meso





How can we learn from people
representing different cultures, religions
and lifestyles in an open dialogue and in 
a spirit of mutual respect?

Compare yourself with the teenage boys in Balzac’s 
novel. How are you all products from the culture in 
which you grew up? How are you equal in that and 
how do you differ from each other?



Micro







Micro Meso Macro

In what way is the literary text a fundamental text
and how is this relevant for my students?

Fundamental works change the way we see the world and also
the way we act.



In what way is the 
literary text a 
fundamental text
and how is this
relevant for my
students?



“Writing is so ingrained in human consciousness and so 
intertwined with people’s imaginative lives that any 
attempt to single out its impact on the course of history 
is bound either to end in bland generalities or to be 
marked by arbitrary selectivity.”




