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We the willing, led by the knowing are doing the impossible for the ungrateful.
We have done so much, for so long, withlitite,

we are now highly qualified to do anything with nothing
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Mind-map changes that make teaching complicated
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"It was the best of times, it was the worst
of times, it was the age of wisdom, it

was the age of foolishness, it was the
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity, it was the season of Light, it
was the season of Darkness, it was the
spring of hope, it was the winter of
despair, we had everything before us, we
had nothing before us, we were all going
direct to Heaven, we were all going direct
the other way-4n short, the period was so
far like the present period that some of
its noisiest authorities insisted on its
being received, for good or for evil,in the
superlative degree of comparison only."
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CHARLES DICKENS

A TALE OF TWO CITIES
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Researclguestions

RQ1) How does the Dutch young;::'”
writing ability develop during their first year in secondary
education (in terms of CALF)? (Timel = beginning, Time2

= middle and Time3 = end of 1 st year in secondary ed.) | &
RQ2a) What is the impact of the
primary English experience on the development of

their L2 writing ability (in terms of CALF)?

RQ2b) What is the impact exposure to English outside
of the English classroom on the Dutch young
development of L2 writing ability (in terms of CALF)?
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Instruments Driestar ggeschool
Driestar educatief

Writing task 1: Description:
Something more difficult & interesting

1) What is your favourite wild animal? Why do you like it? What do you
know about this animal?

2) If you could travel to the past or the future, where would you go (and
why)?

Writing task 2: Argumentative e -mail

2) Write an e -mail to an online magazine about living in the Netherlands:
Do you like living in the Netherlands or not? (Give at least two reasons).

3) Questionnaire about learner background (primary English & exposure to
English outside the classroom)

© Driestar educatief



Classroorrbased research: Driestar hogeschool

Based on principles of ecological validity NV vriesar cducatiet

1) Hand -written (no use of computers or dictionaries): The data
were transcribed by the researcher and later checked.

2) One teacher (qualified, Eng. C2 level of CEFR)
3) L1 = Dutch (no other languages)

4) Socio-economic background (average)

5) General school results ( havo).

6) Participants (n=59) were given two writing tasks (descriptive &
argumentative) and had 20 minutes per task.
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The Dutch context

According to the Dutch curriculum guidelines learners leave primary
level A2 (Al for vocational streams) of the Common European Frame
of Reference (CEFR). But writing is not officially part of the English
curriculum in year 1.

¢CKSNE I NBYy Qi OdzNNA Cegwdiihg bk dadtihyS €
ability is assumed in the English curriculum in year 3.

To raise the level of English a report (commissioned by the governme
argues that learners should start earlier with English in primary educi
(age 4).

Currently primary schools choose when to start, as long as they offer
hours of English tuition in the last two years (age 11 & 12)

© Driestar educatief

Common European Cambridge

Framework of

Reference (CEFR)

INDEPENDENT PROFICIENT

BASIC

Cc2

1

B2

B1

A2

Al

Pre

Al

English

Scale

230

220

210

200

190

180

170

160

150

140

130

120

110

100

90

80

Schools

C2 Proficiency

C1Advanced
B2 First
for Schools

B1 Preliminary
for Schools

A2 Key for .«
Schools _.*

o A2
*  Flyers

A1 Movers

Young Learners

Pre Al
Starters

General and
higher education

C1Advanced

B1 Preliminary
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Example of learner work: Driestar hogeschool

Descriptive task (Favourite animal in the wild) N priesarctcae

My favourite wild animal is a wolf |
really like that they can live in
different landscapes. Some wolfs
live in a forest, but there are also
wolfs that live in snowy mountains.
It's also fascinating that their eye's
can change color : all wolfs are born
with bleu eye's, but  laer theu
change into gold or yellow eye's.
wolfs are carniouis they eat by
hunting on deers and boars. wolfs
live in parts, with leader, the leader
Is almost always a male.
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Exampleof learnerwork:
Argumentativee-mail about living inthe Netherlands

Holland. The country where i live is called The
Netherlands it is a country has allot of windmills

and a lot of tulips. The netherlands is nice because
it has good schools. And also the netherlands has a
stable government unlike South -Afrika. And itis
also good in its supermarkets the one that i prefer

Is the albert Heijn in Gorinchem. | find the
Netherlans is a good country and it has a lot of

good stuff. Thank you for reading my have a nice
day.

Driestar hogeschool
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North Holland
(Noord Holland)

Map of the
Netherlands

&
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CAF & L measures used Driestar hogeschool

q Driestar educatief

Complexity
Ratio of subordination (main clauses & subclauses).

Accuracy

Percentage of correct verb forms (together with
gerunds and to infinitives, because they are based
on verbs).

Fluency : Number of words written in twenty
minutes.

Lexical diversity
The number of unique words in the first 50 words
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Y1 can write texts of 90 words in 20 minutes Driestar hogeschool
(without any prior writing instruction). S presaredcat

| wannegoto the future:: becaueseher
areso much new things |

ther areflying cars and a late of futuristic
items:: like robts that makethe food
ready]|

and sheeatssweets but then healthful |
with ther mind shecan sentmessages |

difently its not nodig:: becauesaf youwait
.- then the timecomevanself |

Example of analysis:

llow highlight tracted f h d to full .
yellow highlightscontracted forms are change u Time travel: To the future

forms. Funits | & clauses:
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Exploring L2 writing

Driestar hogeschool
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