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Why are Thinking Skills so important for teens today?







TWO VIEWS OF EDUCATION



‘Teach children what to think and you limit them to your ideas.

Teach children how to think and their ideas are limitless.’

Sandra Parks, Educational Author



Thinking is now part of evaluation and exams



Institute for Global Change





MADRID-REGION University-Entrance Exam

One out of the total of three marks for the essay:

The message is clear, precise and coherent, with 
interesting ideas which are relevant to the question. 

The candidate can develop a personal  point of view 
with original opinions which are adequately backed up.



Developing Students’ Thinking Skills



Developing Students’ Thinking Skills

Step One: The teacher’s most useful tool – the question WHY 



WHY?
• WHY do you think this is the correct alternative?
• WHY do you say the answer is True?
• What’s your favourite school subject? WHY?
• WHY is it a good idea to read the text once quickly before 

you try to complete the gaps?
• WHY do we double the consonant here?
• WHY do we use a gerund here?
• WHY are we doing this?



Developing Students’ Thinking Skills

Step Two: Encourage students to use WHY questions too



Developing Students’ Thinking Skills

Step Two: Encourage students to use WHY questions too

TIP: Instead of asking ‘Has anybody got a question?’
say ‘Ask me a question!’ 



‘FIVE WHYS’ or ‘THE WHY CHAIN’ (Sakichi Toyoda)

WHY is the traffic so bad in big cities? 

Because there are so many people driving cars nowadays. 

WHY are there so many people driving cars nowadays? 

Because………………………………………………………………………..…



CRITICAL THINKING: ‘WHAT MAKES YOU SAY THAT?’

Encouraging students to think in a rational and open-minded way, 
being informed by evidence rather than feelings. 







The problem with thinking about thinking















Different ways of thinking about thinking



The Harvard Graduate School of Education – Project Zero

‘Thinking doesn’t happen in a lockstep, sequential manner, 
systematically progressing from one level to the next. It is 
much messier, complex, dynamic, and interconnected than 
that.’ 

‘Making Thinking Visible’ by Ron Ritchart, Mark Church, Karin Morrison

Joey Bass, 2011



A MAP OF THINKING INVOLVED IN UNDERSTANDING

1. Building explanations and interpretations
2. Reasoning with evidence
3. Making connections
4. Considering different viewpoints
5. Capturing the heart (i.e. key points) and forming conclusions
6. Wondering and asking questions
7. Uncovering complexity and going below the surface of things

‘Making Thinking Visible’ by Ron Ritchart, Mark Church, Karin Morrison

Joey Bass, 2011



OTHER KINDS OF THINKING USEFUL FOR 
PROBLEM-SOLVING, DECISION MAKING 

AND FORMING JUDGEMENTS

1. Identifying patterns and making generalisations
2. Generating possibilities and alternatives
3. Evaluating evidence, arguments and actions
4. Formulating plans and monitoring actions
5. Identifying claims, assumptions, and bias
6. Clarifying priorities, conditions, and what is known

‘Making Thinking Visible’ by Ron Ritchart, Mark Church, Karin Morrison

Joey Bass, 2011



Harvard Graduate School of Education – Project Zero

Visible Thinking Routines 

Make thinking visible by naming and noticing it

Further reading:

‘Making Thinking Visible’ by Ron Ritchart, Mark Church, Karin Morrison (Joey Bass, 2011)

http://pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking



How can we make thinking visible?





THINKING ABOUT THINKING



How can we make thinking visible?

MIND MAPS





‘Gateway to the World’ B1+



How can we encourage students to think about what they see?

SEE-THINK-WONDER







How can we encourage students to think about what they see?

SEE-THINK-WONDER



How can we encourage students to show they’ve thought about 
what they’ve read, seen, or heard?

SENTENCE-PHRASE-WORD



SENTENCE-PHRASE-WORD

1 Choose one SENTENCE from the text that you think talks about a key 
concept. 
2 Choose one PHRASE from the text that moved you, interested you, or 
provoked you. 
3 Choose one WORD from the text that you think was central to the idea(s) 
in the text.
4 Share your sentence, word and phrase with other students. Are they 
similar or different? What important ideas or themes come out of your 
discussion? 



How can we encourage our students to extend their thinking, ‘dig 
deeper’, and make personal connections?

3-2-1 BRIDGE





3-2-1 BRIDGE

1 Think of 3 WORDS that quickly come to your mind when you think about 
[the use of smartphones in school].

2 Think quickly of 2 QUESTIONS you have about this topic.

3 Think of 1 SIMILE to describe using a smartphone: 
‘Using a smartphone at school is like…’

4 Share your ideas with other students.

5 Now read the text/watch the video. Does it make you want to change any 
of your WORDS or your SIMILE? Does it answer your QUESTIONS? If not, 
where could you find the answers?



THE 4 Cs: CONNECTIONS, CHALLENGES, CONCEPTS, CHANGES

1 Make CONNECTIONS between what you learned in the text/video and 
your life and/or the life of people you know. 

2 Think about ideas or opinions that you want to CHALLENGE or argue 
with in the text/video.

3 Decide which key CONCEPTS or ideas you think are important and 
useful to remember.

4 Consider what CHANGES you and/or others could make based on what 
you learned in the text/video. 

5 Now share your ideas in small groups. 



How can we encourage our students to think positively and 
constructively?

COMPASS POINTS (W-E-N-S)



COMPASS POINTS (W-E-N-S)

1 What WORRIES do you have about (starting school this year)?

2 What do you find EXCITING about (starting school this year)?

3 What do you NEED to know to help you (prepare for school this year)?

4 What STEPS can you take to prepare for (school this year)?



COMPASS POINTS (W-E-N-S)

Starting a new school year

Starting a new school

Starting a new stage of education

Making new friends

Getting in the zone for exams



TODAY’S THINKING ROUTINES

• WHY

• WHAT MAKES YOU SAY THAT

• FIVE WHYS

• GENERATE-SORT-COLLABORATE-ELABORATE (MIND MAPS)

• SEE-THINK-WONDER

• SENTENCE-PHRASE-WORD

• 3-2-1 BRIDGE

• THE 4Cs: CONNECTIONS, CHALLENGES, CONCEPTS, CHANGES

• COMPASS POINTS (W-E-N-S)



Teacher, you opened my eyes to the 
world and showed me how to 
question things and think critically…



I was happy until I met you!!



ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS?



ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS?



Ask me a question! 



Thank you!

Please stay in touch.

www.facebook.com/teachwithdave

http://www.facebook.com/teachwithdave

