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Practical suggestions for scaffolding 
 
1. Individual oral practice (and recording yourself) 
 
2. Making a cheat sheet with key words/phrases before doing the 

activity 
 
3. Practicing the pronunciation of useful phrases in pairs 
 
4. Switch board with useful phrases (start/end conversation, 

exchanging personal info, talking about personal preferences– 
Stepping Stones)  

 
[Stepping Stones, VMBO kgt, year 1 Text/werkboek A + B FLEX, 7th edition, Wolters Noordhoff] 
 

5. Sample dialogue speech bubbles with variations 
 
[Blink Engels PO (Groove me), Blink, ’s Hertogenbosch] 
 
 

6. Watching and noticing useful language (You Tube – small talk) 
 

 
Easy English Conversations | Small Talk for Beginners 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u57LMno2Icg  
or: Small talk at a party - English phrases for daily use 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo0cHOR-RLY 
 

7. Watching tutorial for confidence boost (YouTube): 
 

 
HOW TO BE SOCIAL - HOW TO NEVER RUN OUT OF THINGS TO SAY 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fnVcXfPe5c 
or Party Survival Guide for Introverts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HChusFnyVzE  
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Other suggestions 
 

Language preparation 
Starters and fillers  
Ending a conversation 

Introducing yourself 
Asking personal questions 
Giving personal information about yourself 
 

Differentiation  
same learning objective, (different learning pathway) and outcome: 
open-ended, so automatically differentiated output 
 
different level of scaffolding: 
provide a speaking frame with more or less help 
offering more or less lexical support 
offering more or different preparation for some learners (e.g. different input, more examples, etc.) 
 

General preparation 
Work on confidence 
Mind inspiration, creativity for some learners!  
(conceptualizer? see Levelt's (1989) model of speech production as illustrated in de Ruiter (1998) 
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The language classroom like an all-inclusive holiday trip? 
Handout workshop 
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Kwakernaak’s phase model for conversation 
 

 
 

Communicative testing (Brown, 2020) 
 

1. Meaningful conversation 
2. Authentic situation 
3. Unpredictable language input 
4. Creative language output 
5. Integrated language skills 
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